
By Matthew Stewart

Renowned Masterton artist Robin 
White has recently returned from a 
European research trip where she 
came face-to-face with the true scale 
of the great medieval works that have 
informed her work.

The pilgrimage, made on a 
shoestring with her husband Mike 
Fudakowski, “was very much a 
shared experience, we stayed in what-
ever dives we could find, took cut 
lunches and walked ourselves silly 
to save money”. The couple took in 
cathedrals, art galleries and historical 
sites around Spain, Italy, England and 
Poland.

“I was chasing up particular artists 
like Piero della Francesca, Massacio 
and Duccio. I’d only seen the paint-
ings in books and what I discovered 
was depths in the work that aren’t 
apparent in the pages of a book. The 
narrative and structure is designed 
for a three-dimensional space.”

Colin McCahon, her tutor at 
Auckland’s Elam School of Fine Arts, 
piqued her fascination with medieval 
art.

White was 19 at the time and 
recalls the formative encounter with 
the seminal Kiwi artist vividly. 

“He walked into the painting stu-
dio with two books, he opened one at 
a painting by Jackson Pollock – Blue 
Poles, he opened the other at a paint-
ing by 15th-century Flemish painter 
Rogier van der Weyden called The 
Descent Of Christ From The Cross.

“He proceeded to talk about 
structure, the inner workings of a 
composition and the principles of 
abstraction as they related to both 
paintings, which are hundreds of 
years apart.

“I’ve become familiar with Blue 
Poles, I’ve seen it lots of times at the 
National Gallery of Australia but I’ve 
never seen The Descent Of Christ 
From The Cross which has influ-
enced my work,” she said.

She finally got to see van der 
Weyden’s painting “up close and 
personal” at the Museo del Prado in 
Madrid.

White said seeing the various 
paintings “in the flesh” was a moving 
experience, one that illuminated the 
great works’ true artistic weight and 
perspective.

The pair also took in Poland for 
a birthday/family reunion of the 
Fudakowski whanau in Koscielisko, 
in the southern part of the country.

From there they visited Oswiecim, 
also in southern Poland (bet-
ter known by its German name 
Auschwitz), the site of the infamous 

Nazi death camp where 1.1 million 
people were exterminated during 
World War II, an experience at once 
sobering and baffling.

“We’ve all seen Auschwitz depicted 
in movies, television and books 
but what you don’t get from the 
various media is the sense of scale. 
The entire site of the death camp 
is just devastatingly huge – visiting 
it doesn’t answer any questions, it 
makes one wonder even more why 
and how such things could happen.”

The entire experience has left her 
feeling like an ingenue and she is 
not yet sure how targeting the force 
of art and history will weigh on her 
future works.

“I’ll wait and see how it will inform 
that work.

“I was left with a staggering feel-
ing that I’ve still got much to learn 
and I’m only at the beginning of it.

“It was deeply moving to be in the 
presence of those works. I’ve got to 
let it sink in.”
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Phone 06 377 2256 or 06 304 9288

Upstairs, Mastermall, Masterton

lesley & Ashleigh
After having a few health problems and 

not being happy about my size, 
my daughter suggested we try 
losing weight together. 
We visited Tricia at system 

slim and have never looked 
back. With her support 
and each other,  we are 
just about there.
Going shopping is 
so much fun and we 
often go together not 
believing what we 
now fit into.
The programme has
given us a new outlook 
on eating and living. 
It’s a lifestyle change, 
and one that we will 

enjoy keeping.
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CLOSURE OF STREETS TO VEHICULAR TRAFFIC

Pursuant to the Transport (Vehicular Traffic 
Road Closure) Regulation 1965, notice 
is hereby given that the Masterton District 
Council proposes to close the following 
streets to ordinary vehicular traffic for the 
period indicated hereunder, for the purpose 
of permitting The Radio Network to hold a 
Christmas Parade.

Streets to be closed to Ordinary 
Vehicular Traffic
Worksop Road from the intersection with 
Dixon Street to Queen Street
Queen Street from Worksop Road to the 
northern roundabout

Period of Closure
Saturday 1st December from 12.00 midday to 2.00 pm.

Route of Parade
The parade having formed in Worksop Road, east of Dixon Street will 
proceed along Worksop Road west to Queen Street and along Queen 
Street to the Horseshoe Tavern carpark.

Alternative provision for Ordinary Vehicular Traffic
During the period of closure the following provision will be made for 
ordinary vehicular traffic which would otherwise use the streets:

Detour will be available via Chapel Street.

All closures will be removed as soon as practicable.

Any person objecting to the proposal is called upon to lodge notice of objection 
and grounds thereof in writing before 4.00 pm Monday 5th November, 2007 
at the Masterton District Council Office, 64 Chapel Street (P O Box 444), 
Masterton.

Dated this 17th day of October 2007.

S T Southey
DISTRICT PLANNER

Any person considering applying for 
accommodation in pensioner units 
administered by Council is invited to uplift 
the appropriate application form from 
1st floor Reception, Masterton District 
Council,64 Chapel Street, Masterton or by 
telephoning the undersigned on 378-9666 
ext 787.

Pam Cockburn
PROPERTY OFFICER

PENSIONER ACCOMMODATION

Briefly

By Matthew Stewart

Award-winning Masterton interior designer 
Leah M. Burns has been elected to the council of 
the Designers Institute of New Zealand (DINZ) 
and wants to change public perception, which often 
underestimates the professionalism of those in her 
industry.

“It’s one of those sectors that hasn’t been taken 
seriously, in the past we’ve been seen as crafty. DINZ 
is helping people to recognise the professionalism of 
all of us,” she said.

“A lot of people think we just fluff around with 
curtains and paint charts. We actually design spaces, 
we have to specify products and align structural, 
performance and aesthetic values,” she said.

This means consulting with architects and 
draughts people on everything from fascia colours 
right down to door hinges and having an intimate 
knowledge of extensive product lines and building 
codes.

“We get involved in every single detail of the 
design process – I don’t think people realise how 
involved we are.”

Historically, Auckland designers have dominated 
the council and Ms Burns sees her appointment as 
bolstering Wairarapa’s reputation as a creative hub.

She has an extensive background in the interiors 
and construction industry and studied extramurally 
at London’s Rhodec International Design School. 

The DINZ brief is to have professional designers 
valued and rewarded for the contribution they make 
to the economic, cultural and social growth of New 
Zealand, she said.

Advances in technology have heralded new types 
of professionalism, particularly in the evolving inter-
active media and graphic design fields, she said.

 “The council represents all the different areas 
of design, including website designers, furniture 
designers, product designers and graphic designers 
– I represent the spatial side of it, which includes 
architects, interior designers, basically people who 
design spaces,” she said.

Professionalism must be married to accountability 
and it would be advantageous for all the professions 
covered under the DINZ umbrella to be registered 
with the organisation, she said.

“The institute maintains the integrity of its pro-
fessional members by only admitting them after a 
thorough examination by their peers – this new era 
of the council represents the membership with a vital 
mix of gender and experience creating a team with a 
positive and energetic dynamic,” she said.

The other main focus of her work on the council 
is the licensing and regulation of building practi-
tioners, which will initially take effect voluntarily  
from November.

“By law, anyone who wants to work in the build-
ing industry – from the builder to the plumber to the 

architect – will have to be licensed,” she said.
The DINZ appointment lasts for two years and Ms 

Burns said she is really looking forward to it. “I’m 
looking forward to helping other designers to be 
recognised as professional.”

Masterton artist Robin White with husband Mike Fudakowski. The pair has 
recently returned from a trip for “the purposes of art and research” around the 

cathedrals and galleries of Italy and Spain. White holds a book showing a painting 
by 15th-century Flemish painter Rogier van der Weyden called The Descent Of 

Christ From The Cross. The couple visited the Museo del Prado in Madrid where 
the work is displayed.
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Newly-elected Designers Institute of New Zealand 
council member Leah M. Burns. The Masterton 

interior designer wants to alter the public’s 
perception of her industry. “We get involved in every 

single detail of the design process – I don’t think 
people realise how involved we are.”
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Raids make big news
News that peaceful Pacific paradise New 
Zealand has “terrorists” has made world 
headlines. The arrests of Maori activist 
Tame Iti and 16 others have made head-
lines in countries as diverse as Turkey, 
Thailand, Australia, and the United States.
They were arrested in a nationwide police 
crack-down on Maori sovereignty, environ-
mental and political activists on Monday.
The raids stemmed from a year-long 
investigation into what police believe are 
guerrilla-style weapons training camps 
being held in the Urewera Ranges, in Bay 
of Plenty. — NZPA

Two die in crash
Two people are dead after a car and 
van crashed at an intersection on State 
Highway 1 north of Huntly yesterday. Police 
said a man and a woman from the south-
bound vehicle were killed and six people 
were taken to Waikato Hospital with moder-
ate injuries. — NZPA

Fiordland rocked
Scientists are planning to take a close 
look at aftershocks shaking Fiordland after 
a huge earthquake rocked Southland and 
woke lower North Island residents early 
yesterday. Little damage was reported after 
the quake measuring 6.7 on the Richter 
scale, that struck at 1.29am and was cen-
tred 60km west of Milford Sound at a depth 
of 24km. It was the biggest in New Zealand 
since a magnitude 7.2 tremor struck near 
Secretary Island off the Fiordland coast on 
August 22, 2003. — NZPA

Bus tourists injured
Eight Chinese tourists were taken to 
hospital yesterday after the bus they were 
travelling in collided with a loose truck 
trailer on State Highway 5 near Rotorua at 
12.40pm. Police said it appears the truck’s 
trailer unit rolled and broke loose as it 
rounded a bend, crashing head-on into the 
bus. — NZPA

Kiwis accused
Police have spent two days interviewing 
staff at a Lower Hutt hotel where a young 
woman alleges she was sexually violated 
by men with the Kiwis rugby league team. 
The woman alleged the assault took 
place at a team function on Sunday night, 
hours after the side was thrashed 58-0 by 
Australia at Westpac Stadium in Wellington. 
The Kiwis had already left The Angus Inn 
hotel when police made acting manager 
Kerry Parkins aware of the complaint, 
which did not involve a hotel worker. 
— NZPA

DHB to pay $10,000 
A doctor who fell down a manhole at 
Waikato Hospital and suffered multiple 
fractures has been awarded $10,000. The 
Waikato District Health Board has been 
ordered to pay Dr Ravindra Nath Bhagat 
reparation after he fell down the hole inside 
the hospital’s auditorium in February.
He fell 2.1m on to a concrete floor, suffer-
ing multiple fractures to his left hip bone, 
left hip joint and lumbar vertebrae. He was 
hospitalised for almost a month. — NZPA

Carpenter Justin Price, of Masterton, receives his graduation certificate from newly-elected Mayor of 
Masterton Garry Daniell at the Wairarapa Apprentice and Industry Trainee Graduations held at Copthorne 

Solway Park, Masterton, on Sunday night. Also pictured is Mayor of South Wairarapa Adrienne Staples. Sixty 
apprentices qualified in Wairarapa in the previous year, September 2006 to August 2007.
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Leah has designs 
on changing 
perceptions

Carpentry apprentice graduates

Medieval masterpieces 
inspire Masterton artist

Wellington
A company importing Chinese 
herbal patches has removed six prod-
ucts from its website and may face 
further action, after an investigation 
by Consumer magazine uncovered evi-
dence of misleading claims.

Patch House NZ Ltd has now with-
drawn six of the eight products on 
its website after Medsafe – the body 
responsible for ensuring companies 
comply with medicines’ safety legisla-
tion – found the company was mak-
ing therapeutic claims for most of its 
products.

The products range in price from 
$30 to $60.

Patch House has also altered the 
claims for the website’s two remaining 
slimming products and their television 
advertising has been pulled until the 

matter is sorted out.
Under the Medicines Act, products 

for which therapeutic claims are made 
are classified as medicines and must 
meet international requirements for 
safety, quality and efficacy.

Medsafe said it did not give  
permission for the products to be dis-
tributed as medicines and was now 
considering further action against the 
company.

Companies found to have breached 
the Medicines Act face a fine of up to 
$100,000.

Patch House chief executive Ross 
Misson said the TV advertisement for 
the slimming products featured the 
company’s web address, was approved 
by Medsafe and the Therapeutic 
Advertising Pre-vetting System (Taps). 
— NZPA

Herbal patches withdrawn


